


TAIL OF THE DRAGON
ROBBINSVILLE

With 318 curves over 11 miles, 
Tail of the Dragon is a can’t miss 
scenic road. Drive carefully for 
safety and to make sure you can 
soak in the beautiful scenery 
along the route.

•	Hike Yellow Creek Falls
•	enjoy lunch along the river at 
Tapoco Lodge

•	take a dip at Cheoah Point

JOYCE KILMER FOREST
ROBBINSVILLE

Joyce Kilmer Memorial Forest 
is home to some of the only old 
growth trees left in the Eastern 
US. Go there to experience what 
the natural scenery of North 
Carolina was like before it was 
developed.

FONTANA DAM

A famous spot for hikers to enjoy 
the view along the Appalachian 
Trail. Luckily, you can also enjoy 
the beautiful scenery without 
having to hike all 2,190 miles of 
the trail.

RIVER EARTH ADVENTURES
MARS HILL

Few things beat splashing through 
the Watauga river on a sunny 
day on a whitewater rafting 
adventure with friends and 
family. River and Earth Adventures 
offers something for all ages and 
comfort levels, newcomers and 
daredevils welcome.

max patch 
hot springs

max patch, located on the 
appalachian trail is a bald 
mountain top that was cleared 
for pastoral land in the 1800s. 
today, it provides 360° views of 
the smoky mountains - one locals 
say might be the best view in the 
whole region. 

GEM MOUNTAIN
SPRUCE PINE

One of the best places for a gem 
mining experience in the nation, 
bring your family on this fun trip 
learning how to find gems from 
seemingly ordinary rocks. The 
best part is that you get to keep 
whatever you find.

TOE RIVER ARTS
BURNSVILLE

Yancey County is home to a world-
class population of artists and 
makers, and you can experience 
them for yourself with the help 
of the Toe River Arts Council. 
Don’t miss the Toe River Arts 
spring studio tour June 3 – 5 for 
an intimate weekend with local 
artists as they showcase their 
“Journey of the Arts”. 

Hot springs hosts 
Mary Helen and Marion 
recommend: 
For a taste of the town, eat at
•	 Spring creek tavern
•	 artisun gallery & cafe
•	 Big pillow brewing
For picnic provisions and a great 
bottle of wine head to Vaste 
Rivière Appalachian Bodega.

ROAN MOUNTAIN
BAKERSVILLE

Roan Mountain is home to the 
largest natural rhododendron 
garden in the world. Spring is 
the perfect time to go see these 
gorgeous flowers blossoming. 
Come for the Rhododendron 
Festival June 16 - 18th.

MARKET ON OAK 
SPRUCE PINE

For NC crafts, pottery, quilts, furniture, 

glass, home décor, and locally authored 

books, this non-profit is a perfect 

stop to enjoy a wide variety of local 

artwork all in one place.

Robbinsville 
host Jessica 
recommends: 

BARN QUILT TRAILS
OF WESTERN NC

Embarking on a historic quilting 
trail is like a treasure hunt 
through Western NC’s landscape 
and history. Finding the 
colorful patterns on historic 
barns is a great way to see the 
region while learning about 
the traditions of agriculture 
and craftsmanship that define 

Appalachian heritage.

GRAHAM COUNTY 
QUILT TRAIL

MADISON COUNTY 
QUILT TRAIL 

HAYWOOD COUNTY 
QUILT TRAIL 

SPRUCE PINE 
QUILT TRAIL

https://tailofthedragon.com/
https://www.romanticasheville.com/yellow-creek-falls
https://tapoco.com/
https://www.visitnc.com/listing/UUhR/cheoah-beach-campgrounds
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/nfsnc/recreation/recarea/?recid=48920&actid=50
https://www.tva.com/Energy/Our-Power-System/Hydroelectric/Fontana-Reservoir
https://raftcavehike.com/rafting/
https://www.nps.gov/appa/index.htm
https://www.gemmountain.com/
https://www.toeriverarts.org/
https://thespringcreektavern.com/
https://www.blueridgeheritage.com/destinations/artisun-gallery-cafe/
https://bigpillowbrewing.com/
https://www.vasteriviere.com/
https://www.vasteriviere.com/
https://craftyouradventure.com/page/roan-mountain/
https://www.themarketonoakshop.com/
https://www.visitnc.com/listing/EfMN/barn-quilt-trail-of-graham-county#:~:te%20xt=The%20trail%20spans%20across%20Graham,traditional%20and%20non-traditional%20patterns.
https://www.visitnc.com/listing/EfMN/barn-quilt-trail-of-graham-county#:~:te%20xt=The%20trail%20spans%20across%20Graham,traditional%20and%20non-traditional%20patterns.
https://visitmadisoncounty.com/brochures-and-maps/
https://visitmadisoncounty.com/brochures-and-maps/
https://haywoodquilttrails.com/
https://haywoodquilttrails.com/
https://craftyouradventure.com/page/journey-to-the-arts/wnc-quilt-trails/
https://craftyouradventure.com/page/journey-to-the-arts/wnc-quilt-trails/

