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More than two years since the beginning of the pandemic, 
travel is fundamentally different. What started as a largely 
experimental phase of remote working and increased 
flexibility has now cemented as a way of life for millions of 
people. Untethered from their offices to varying degrees, 
many have been able to embrace a new form of living and 
travel that’s encouraging them to broaden their horizons 
and think and think beyond the confines of the traditional holiday 
escape. Workcations are increasingly common, and many 
people have even taken up life as digital nomads.

In response, communities across the Asia Pacific region are 
looking to make the most of this newfound willingness to 
step off the beaten path, and are actively working to build 
more resilient, diversified local economies through tourism. 
The gradual return of cross-border travel will likely have 
emerging destinations thinking about how they can grab a 
slice of the international tourism pie. 

The The way that people travel internationally is also changing 
and creating new opportunities for locals. Recent research 
commissioned by Airbnb and undertaken by YouGov* 
revealed not only a huge amount of enthusiasm among 
many travelers for international travel, but also that people 
in many countries and regions were more open to traveling 
internationally during off-peak times of the year than they 
wewere before the pandemic. The survey also showed that 
many travelers were more open to the idea of combining 
work and travel while abroad. 

 

As people continue to grapple with rising costs of living 
and inflation, many are embracing hosting as a way of 
making ends meet, keeping pace with mortgage 
repayments and earning income to deal with increasing 
costs of goods, services and energy bills.

This heigThis heightened focus among both travelers and local 
communities on flexibility and fresh opportunities has led 
to a dispersal of travel beyond traditionally popular tourist 
destinations. This is something Airbnb has also been 
championing through the rollout of innovative new search 
tools such as Categories and I’m Flexible, which actively 
encourage travelers to seek inspiration off the beaten 
papath.

More communities are sharing in the benefits of this travel 
revolution, allowing more people access to an economic 
lifeline through hosting. This report provides a snapshot of 
this tourism dispersal throughout much of the Asia Pacific, 
as well as the communities that are emerging as 
beneficiaries of this ongoing change.

Across the region, Airbnb is committed to working 
together with governments to help empower communities 
to seize the opportunities presented by the travel 
revolution for the benefit of all locals. 
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As more emerging destinations develop tourism economies 
off the back of the travel revolution, they’ll be looking to do 
so in ways that benefit locals and minimize negative 
impacts.

Fortunately, it appears many travelers are also focusing on 
how they can ensure their trips are more positive and 
empowering experiences for the communities they visit.

The rise The rise of the ‘conscious traveler’ is increasingly presenting 
an opportunity for communities to not only grow their local 
economies off the back of the travel rebound, but also 
welcome an evolving form of empowering, win-win tourism 
that emphasizes genuine connection.

Airbnb-Airbnb-commissioned research and analysis by Economist 
Impact** - which included surveying more than 4,500 
people across nine countries and regions in the Asia-Pacific 
- found:

• More than two-thirds of people say it’s important to 
them that they’re creating a positive impact for locals, with 
58 percent saying it’s important that they’re not 
contributing to issues such as overtourism.

• Mo• More than 60 percent of people are conscious that 
communities are in need of economic recovery and will 
factor this into where they travel and how they spend their 
money.

• Almo• Almost 60 percent of people say they’ll be more 
conscious when it comes to familiarizing themselves with 
what’s important to the communities they’re visiting and 
how they can make a contribution.

• Almo• Almost two-thirds of people place importance on using 
travel as a way to meaningfully connect with communities 
and culture, with 60 percent believing it important that 
they immerse themselves in local communities.

C O N S C I O U S  T R AV E L
t h e  r i s e  o f



T H E  T R AV E L  R E V O L U T I O N
s p r e a d i n g  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f


