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Foreword.

by Amanpreet Bajaj
Country Head, Airbnb India & Southeast Asia

Astravelers, we all seek authentic experiences that not only
create lasting mermories but also deepen our connection with
the places we visit. Chiang Maj, a city rich in history, culture,
and natural beauty, offers just that—an inviting destination
that speaks to the soul. From its ancient temples and lush
mountains to its vibrant street markets and delectable
cuisine, Chiang Mai stands as a testament to the harmony of
tradition and innovation.

At Airbnb, we believe in the power of travel to transform
both travellers and the communities they interact with.
Responsible tourism lies at the heart of this mission. With
every booking made through our platform, we strive to
create a positive economic and cultural impact by promoting
travel that respects local customs, supports local businesses,
and encourages sustainable practices. Our goal is to help
travelers explore the world in a way that is mindful of its
people, places and traditions.

In Chiang Mai, this philosophy comes to life in the form of
our extraordinary hosts—local culture ambassadors who
open their doors, share their stories, and provide visitors
with unparalleled insights into the city’s rich heritage.

These hosts are the true heartbeat of the city, offering
travelers an authentic and immersive experience that goes
beyond the ordinary. Whether it's learning to cook
traditional Thai dishes with alocal chef or discovering
hidden gems in the surrounding countryside, Airbnb hosts in
Chiang Mai play a pivotal role in making every journey
meaningful.

This e-guide celebrates the spirit of Chiang Mai, showcasing
not only its most iconic attractions but also highlighting the
lesser-known corners of the city that often go unnoticed. By
spreading the benefits of tourism beyond the traditional
hotspots, we are helping to disperse travel across the
region, ensuring that the positive impact of tourism
reaches a wider community.

Linvite you to explore this beautiful city through the eyes of
its locals and uncover the hidden wonders that await you. By
choosing to stay with an Airbnb host, you are not only
enriching your own travel experience but also contributing
to amore sustainable and responsible tourism ecosystem.

Enjoy your journey to Chiang Mai, and let the magic of this
incredible destination unfold before you.
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Chiang Mai’'s
Lanna culture
and festivals.

Step into Chiang Mai, a city where the past and present
dance together in perfect harmony, and the spirit of the
ancient Lanna kingdom still whispers through its streets.
Here, tradition isn't just remembered—it’s lived.
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Chiang Mai’s
Lanna culture and festivals.

One of the most captivating parts of Lanna culture is its music, often accompanied by the graceful fon lep dance.
Performers, adorned with glittering silver fingernails, move with a mesmerizing elegance, evoking mythical creatures
and transporting you to a bygone era.

Chiang Mai’s temples are more than architectural wonders—they’re living, breathing parts of the city’s spiritual
heartbeat. Whether nestled in the city or hidden on a misty mountain, the temples are the spiritual heartbeat of the
city, offering serene spaces that beautifully intertwine faith and artistry.
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The city’s festivals further immerse you in its magic. In April, Songkran marks the Thai New Year with exuberant
water fights, temple rituals, and communal celebrations, blending joy and reverence in equal measure. As the year
winds down, the twin festivals of Yee Peng and Loy Krathong in November illuminate the city. During Yee Peng,
glowing lanterns float into the sky, each carrying a wish, turning the night into a sea of stars. Meanwhile, Loy Krathong
transforms rivers into shimmering pathways of light, as candle-lit krathongs are set adrift to honor the water goddess.
Together, they create an atmosphere of peace and reflection.

Chiang Mai is a place where music, spirituality, and celebrations of light converge, making the Lanna culture not just
something to observe, but something to feel. It's a city that invites you to let go, make a wish, and lose yourself in the
beauty of its timeless traditions.
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Neighbourhoods to explore.

Chiang Mai is a city of contrasts, known for its vibrant neighborhoods that blend rich history, creative energy, and
local charm. Whether you're exploring centuries-old temples, sipping coffee in hip cafes, or browsing artisanal
markets, Chiang Mai has something for every traveler. Among its neighborhoods, Nimman, Chang Moi and Santitham
stand out for their unique appeal.

If Chiang Mai had a fashionable younger hipster, it would be Nimman. This neighborhood, known for its most stylish
and vibrant energy, is where the past meets the present in an explosion of creativity, and where hip cafes, chic
boutiques, and contemnporary art galleries thrive.

Modern architecture sits alongside traditional Lanna influences while galleries and art spaces dot the streets reflecting
Chiang Mai's evolution from its historic roots to a buzzing cultural hotspot. The culinary scene is equally dynamic,
offering everything from traditional northern Thai dishes to fusion cuisine in chic settings.
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Neighbourhoods to explore.

Just a stone’s throw from the walled Old City - famed for its old streets, culture, history and iconic landmarks such as
Thae Phae Gate and Wat Chedi Luang - is Chang Moi, a neighborhood that exudes authenticity. Historically a trade
hub, it remains the go-to place for artisans specializing in wood carving, ceramics, and textiles.

What makes Chang Moi special is its harmonious blend of old-world charm and a new generation revitalizing local
businesses. This unique mix creates an inviting atmosphere, where quiet streets lead to cozy cafes and street vendors
offering local favorites. For those seeking a taste of Chiang Mai's heritage with a more laid-back vibe, Chang Moi is a
delightful escape from the busier areas.

(Busy roadside of Santitham, Chiang Mai)

A short ride from Nimman is Santitham, a neighborhood which combines a genuine local vibe with a touch of modern
comfort. Known for its chill ambience, Santitham is perfect for those seeking an experience away from the tourist
crowds.

Home to a mix of traditional markets alongside cozy cafes and eateries, Santitham also offers an abundance of great

food. Its quiet streets and welcoming community make it an appealing choice for anyone drawn to a slower, more
grounded pace of life and for off-the-beaten-path enthusiasts, Santitham is a hidden treasure worth exploring.
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Chiang Mai’s
delicious dishes.

Chiang Mai’s culinary scene is a paradise for food lovers, where
rich traditions meet innovation. From aromatic street food
stalls to fine dining Michelin guide restaurants, the city offers
an extraordinary range of flavors.
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Grandma’s
Home Cooking School

Grandma’s
Home Coo! School
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Chiang Mai’s coffee and tea cultures both embody the region’s
commitment to quality and sustainability, but each offers
something distinct and deeply tied to the area’s natural
environment. 3 iy
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Chiang Mai’s
brews and blends.

The coffee here is renowned for its beans, sourced from the high-altitude farms. These beans, grown in the rich soils of
the northern highlands, develop complex flavors thanks to the ideal growing conditions. Local cafés, found in almost
every corner of the city—earning Chiang Mai its reputation as the “City of Cafés”—take pride in roasting these beans
in-house and using careful brewing techniques, such as pour-overs and slow brews, to bring out their full potential.
This focus on farm-to-cup sustainability, combined with the skill of local baristas, gives Chiang Mai’s coffee its distinct,
artisanal character.

While Chiang Mai is celebrated as a coffee hotspot, its tea culture quietly shines with exceptional quality and heritage.
The region is home to rare, wild-harvested teas, many sourced from ancient tea trees in the surrounding forests,
particularly in high-altitude areas such as Chiang Dao. Tea houses in Chiang Mai also focus on traditional brewing
methods, emphasizing the preservation of these delicate flavors while promoting eco-conscious practices. For those
seeking a tranquil alternative, the city’s tea scene provides a refined, yet underrated, taste of Northern Thailand's rich
heritage.

Chiang Mai's coffee and tea cultures offer a perfect blend of bold flavors and tranquil experiences, inviting you to savor
the region’s rich heritage and sustainable practices with every cup, whether it's vibrant coffee or serene tea.
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Chiang Mai’s
brews and blends.

Nutth, Airbnb host (bottom left)
‘Coffee Connoisseur, Local-Cafe Hopping’

“Chiang Mai's coffee culture thrives because of its close relationship between farmers and café owners. Our proximity
to high-altitude farms allows us to work directly with growers, ensuring top-quality beans. Over the years, many
baristas have transitioned into café owners, bringing their knowledge and passion to create unique experiences.
Visitors to Chiang Mai often arrive unaware of our coffee scene, but they leave with an appreciation for the
craftsmanship, community, and authenticity that define Chiang Mai’s cafés. The collaborative spirit here makesita
special destination for coffee enthusiasts worldwide.”

7, g
(Airbnb Experience: Coffee ~~__
Connoisseur, Local-Cafe Hopping)-.







.Chiang Mai’s
art, crafts and
creative scene. “ef

Chiang Maiisa vibra?lt hub of arts and crafts, where - ‘
traditional Thai craftsmanship merges with modern ‘
innovation. Travelersgeeking an authentic creative
experience will find a unique blend of past and present
in the city’s flourishing art scene. . e
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Chiang Mai’s
arts, crafts and creative scene.

Asthe capital of the ancient Lanna Kingdom, Chiang Mai became a center for traditional craftsmanship and there's a
legacy of artisan skills still thriving in its markets and workshops today. The city's rich history is reflected in its
vibrant artisan communities, where crafts like wood carving, silk weaving, and silverwork have been passed down
through generations. This dedication to preserving culture is visible across the city where you can find handmade
crafts that reflect the region’s tradition seamlessly blended with modern design.
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In recent years, Chiang Mai has experienced aresurgence in its arts scene, with modern designers and young artisans
breathing new life into traditional crafts. This creative revival blends old techniques with fresh perspectives,
resulting in unique fashion, décor, and accessories that bridge local heritage with global appeal across multiple
artistic disciplines.

For an immersive experience, you can explore workshops around the city, where skilled craftsmen produce
everything from ceramics to papermaking, offering hands-on learning and unique experiences.

Chiang Mai’s arts and crafts scene is a captivating journey into the heart of creativity. With its vibrant markets, unique
galleries, and beautifully crafted local treasures, the city invites you to explore a world where tradition and innovation
meet. Every corner of Chiang Mai brims with artistic inspiration, making it an unforgettable destination for those
seeking beauty, culture, and creativity at every turn.
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Chiang Mai’s
arts, crafts and creative scene.

North, Airbnb host (top right)
‘Chiang Mai Street Art Tour & Workshop’

“Chiang Mai’s art scene thrives because it's a city where tradition meets creativity. My Street Art Experience began
with a vision to connect visitors with the local community. Here, guests can paint murals on walls, knowing that their
contributions help sustain a space for underprivileged children to learn and play at my studio and also in a community.
Chiang Mai’s slower pace and proximity to nature allow people to reflect and express themselves uniquely. This city
isn’t just a destination, it's a place where art builds connections, preserves culture, and inspires mindfulness,
making every creative endeavor deeply meaningful.”

(Airbnb Experience: Chiang Mai
Street Art Tour & Workshop)
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